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Alleviating poverty is a key challenge for Africa. To address this challenge, one needs to acknowledge 
that the primary problem of the poor is that, by definition, they have low income and precarious jobs. 
The best way to alleviate poverty is to increase the income of the poor by providing productive jobs that 
lead to higher income. Among other labor-market channels, reducing poverty could, thus, happen via 
generating employment, increasing employability, and making the labor markets more efficient. In 
addition minimum wage policies, policies to alleviate child labor as well as immigration have all played a 
role in reducing poverty. The impact of job matching schemes, on the-job training, job-coaching, 
professional counseling, and vocational training on youth self-employment and youth wages and how all 
this impact poverty needs to be examined.  That said, submissions of both theoretical and empirical 
academic papers are welcome as long as they are related to the theme of "labor market policies to 
reduce poverty". 
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